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d) Evolution des températures €) Elévation du niveau de la mer
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An Abrupt Climate Change Scenario and Its Implications for United
States Mational Security
Orctober 2003

By Peter Schwartz and Cioug Randall

Imagining the Unthinkable

The purpose of this report is to imagine the unthinkable — to push the boundaries of current
research on climate charrge so we may better understand the potential implications on United
States national security.

We have interviewed leading climate change scientists, conducted additional research, and
reviewed several iterations of the scenario with these experts. The scientists support this
project, but caution that the scenario depicted is extremne in two fundamental ways. First,
they suggest the occurrences we outline would most likely happen in a few regions, rather
thar on globally. Second, they say the magnitude of the event may be considerably smaller.

We have created a climate change scenario that although not the most likely, is plausible, and
would challenge United States natioral security in ways that should be considered
Immediately.
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échanges horizontaux
(entre colonnes) de
quantité de mouvement,
chaleur et humidité.

échanges verticaux
(entre couches)

Echanges entre I'atmosphére et les
glaces, 'océan, la biosphére, les

sols

échanges verticaux (entre couches) de
quantité de mouvement, chaleur et sels,
par diffusion, convection et remontée.

échanges horizontaux (entre
colonnes) par diffusion et advection.
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